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MAN RUINED. 


«« For we ourselves were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers 
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. 
But after that the kindness and Jove of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not 
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which 
he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justi- 
fied by his grace we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life."—Tirus, 3: 3—7. 


Tue method which God has adopted of conveying instruction 
to mankind is singularly adapted to the human mind. Avoiding 
the abstract and the general, so common and so unsuccessful in 
human teaching, our great Divine Instructor liberally uses illus- 
tration. One instance of this occurring so frequently as to be 
scarcely thought of as elevated above the plainest style, is con- 
trast, antithesis. 

Even in the external world, God adds impressiveness to His 
instructions by this very method of contrasting. The beautiful 
is made to appear more beautiful by being placed by the side of 
the deformed, and the fruitful more fruitful by being placed by 
the side of the sterile, and the useful more useful by being placed 
by the side of the noxious. And all the three become in the 
same way more expressive of God’s goodness and munificence. 
The lessons of Divine Providence have this same character of 
contrast. Every man’s way of life has its roughnesses to make 
its smooth passages more valued, and every man’s allotments 
of good follow clese upon the heels of many evils to make him 
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take more careful note of them and more gratefully enjoy them. 
In the Scriptures, God has to a still greater extent followed this 
mode of instruction. The contrast abounds in the Psalms, and 
Proverbs, and prophetical books, where the good and bad qualities, 
the prosperous and adverse conditions, the bright and dark pros- 
pects of men, are set over against each other. Most of our Sav- 
iour’s parables are striking contrasts. The good Samaritan and 
strait-hearted Levite—the boasting Pharisee and contrite Pub- 
lican—the seed upon unpropitious places and that which fell upon 
good ground—they who are doers of the word which they hear 
and they which do it not—the rich man in hell and Lazarus in 
Abraham's bosom—the wise who took oil with their lamps and 
the foolish who neglected it—he who by good use multiplied his 
talents and he who hid his lord’s money in the earth and gained 
nothing. These are a few out of numerous instances from our 
Lord of this manner of teaching. 

Our text is a specimen of this same method. We have first, 
man in his ruin, foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers 
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating 
one another. Then we have a reference to man in his recovery 
as visited by the kindness and love of God our Saviour, as puri- 
fied by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost shed on him abundantly, as justified by grace, as believing 
in God and careful to maintain good works. 

I propose to contemplate now these two conditions of mankind, 
his ruin and his redemption, in accordance with the scriptural 
method by setting them over against each other. 


I. Man Ruined. 


1. One thing observable in the ruined condition of man isa 
bad state of his intellectual powers. 

A serious injury has been done to the human understanding, a 
sad deterioration been wrought uponit. Great intellectual power 
and accomplishment by men involved in moral ruin, do not dis- 

rove this statement in respect to a general influence. “And these 
individual achievements, in most cases, remind us, painfully, how 
much brighter luminaries their authors would have been if sin had 
not obscured them. As an illustration of the influence which de- 
pravity is exerting over the understanding, you find men con- 
stantly who are ready to follow your intellectual processes, admit 
your positions, feel the force of your conclusions, only when 
your logic rebukes none of their sins, sweeps away none of their 
fond justifications of darling indulgencies. The moment your 
reasonings in their uncompromising course reach their entrench- 
ments; show them they are untenable and dangerous—to drop 
the figure, the moment they demonstrate to them that their tempers 
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are wicked, their habits vices, their conduct destructive, then their 
minds are all dark to your discussion—your conceptions become 
inconceivable, your premises mere assumptions, your syllogisms 
fallacies, your conclusions arrogant assertions, and your own 
confidence ignorant effrontery. The intemperate man cannot 
easily see any force in the most conclusive argument against 
intoxicating drinks. A perfect demonstration of the absurdity of 
expecting remission of sins short of a Divine pardon through 
Christ, will have no effect on a Roman Catholic hearer intent up- 
on unloading his conscience of a recent crime by carrying it to 
confession. Your exhortation to a company of misers to let go 
the world and raise their thoughts and affections to a treasure in 
heaven, though based upon the most just and weighty reasons, 
would be little more felt and obeyed than a call on the rocks to 
leave their everlasting foundations and rise upward. Such facts 
show undeniably that the bad state of the heart affects injuriously 
the understanding, and therefore that on the intellect of the race, 
there has been before and must be still a blighting influence, ex- 
tensive and great in proportion to the moral ruin in which man- 
kind are involved. As troubled waters show the imaged heavens 
broken up and irregular, so does the heart in commotion by sins 
and passions, present the human mind above disjointed, ton- 
fused, perverted ! 

The same truth is farther confirmed by an observed regular in- 
crease of mental obliquity and debility as the inner man grows in 
corruption. Byron is a melancholy illustration of this remark. 
During the last ten years of his life his intellectual faculties were 
so overborne and crushed by his internal debasement, as to be 
wholly incapable of the great clear thoughts and lofty aspirations 
of Childe Harold, and his feelings were grown too coarse and low 
to have permitted the tenderness and delicacy of his pathetic 
eompositions. Many who hae in early life written what will 
live and be admired wherever the English tongue is spoken, after 
a greater growth of depraved tempers and deeper settlement of 
sin in the heart, have written only ribaldry, sickly sentimentalism, 
useless vagaries of the imagination, destined to be once read by 
those of kindred debasement, and then to sink into eternal forget- 
fulness. Salt waters at the roots of our trees are not more sure to 
scorch and kill the foliage above, than are iniquities in the heart, 
to wither and despoil the intellectual powers. 

‘ A brief survey of the world proves how universally the mental 
powers have felt the touch of sin, the general destroyer. In every 
Ec, in all time, wherever morals and manners have sunk, the 
uman intellect has fallen also, just as the floating buoy settles 
when the waters ebb away underneath it. At the present time, 
wherever there is moral degradation there is a prostration of the 
intellectual powers: wherever the altars fail to burn with holy 
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fire, there light is feeble in the human understanding. The great 
mass of men at this moment present the spectacle of mind over- 
shadowed, diseased, and disabled, by the fog and miasma which 
come up from the stagnant places of the heart, and envelop it in 
darkness, and imbue it with pestilence. Egypt is a mummy; 
Greece is a corpse—mind has almost departed from both ; India 
is a vast prison-house, where intellect is shut up and bound. 
Mind in China is still more entirely prostrated by depravity. 
There have been intellects enough already in this latter country, 
probably, to people the earth as densely as it now is, ten times, 
making ten thousand millions of minds. These intellects, which 
might have lighted up the world, what have they accomplished ? 
Scarcely one ray has shone out from them all, to instruct or bless 
mankind. 

Of the one thousand millions now on the earth, not one mind in 
thirty thousand produces during life one useful treatise, one va- 
luable invention, one important improvement, one good moral 
effect. Nothing is plainer than that the moral nature, in its fall, 
has dragged down the intellect with it; has given it a shock 
which has very seriously deteriorated all its powers. The mind 
was nobly built at first: spacious it was, grandly proportioned, 
strong, manageable, of a masterly movement, of great accomplish- 
ments. Butit is a wreck now, foundered, dismasted, bestormed. 

The evil that has been done to man, in breaking down his in- 
tellect, is one of great magnitude; nothing but the corruption of 
his moral powers, the immediate cause of it, can be a greater mis- 
chief. A vast physical convulsion, that should sweep down our 
whole heavens, and leave them in perfect darkness, would not be 
a more striking desolation than that which sin has effected, in 
drawing into darkness the intellects of the world. 

2. A second thing observable ig the ruined condition of man 
is, the subjugation of his reason to passion. 

Reason is that part of the intellectual man which observes facts 
and makes conclusions ; acquires data, and establishes principles. 
It is the mind’s eye, to open for man his mental and moral path- 
way: it points him, when uninjured, to the course where lie his 
interests and his duties: it marks the right and good for his pur- 
suit, and, with equal accuracy and fidelity, points out the wrong 
and bad, for his avoidance. Reason in man, original and unin- 
jured, is thus the central light of all the other attributes, the eclips- 
ing honor of the whole intellectual being. 

The subjugation of this high power of man to passion, to cor- 
rupt propensities, so that bad affections shall govern and direct 
him, instead of right reason, is a deep degradation, an exceeding 
abasement. It is no relief to our regret and pain, to be told, what 
is undeniable, that there is no being alive who is not, in some de- 
gree, in this unhappy condition. it is no relief to hear it affirmed 
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that reason, if permitted to hold its true place of supremacy, 
wholly uninfluenced by a bad heart, still would not be a sufficient 

ide to our best character, our greatest usefulness, and our high- 
est good. Admit that it is not, alone, sufficient to guide us aright 
through time and through eternity, still, when its powers are vi- 
tiated and enfeebled, its perceptions made illusive, its inquiries 
doubtful, its conclusions false, by the domination of unholy pas- 
sions, a great light in man is obscured, an intelligent companion 
is become a shape of darkness, a wise instructor is become a dan- 
gerous guide. 

The kind of domination which passion exercises over the facul- 
ty of reason might be inferred from its nature. Its disposition is 
to seize upon present gratification, irrespective of consequences, 
utterly regardless of other more excellent enjoyments and posses- 
sions, which would be obtained by restraining and denying itself 
for the present. Being impulsive and headlong, without eyes, or 
ears, or apprehension, it is greatly unmanageable. It is a storm; 
obstructions delay its course only to increase its destructive effects. 
It is heated steam; outward pressure makes the explosion more 
sure and more dreadful when it comes. 

The lordship of passion over reason is seen in the choice men 
make of the temporary, and uncertain, and worthless, in the place 
of the enduring, and the sure, and the valuable. Of this we have 
painful illustrations in respect to the affairs and interests of the 

resent life, but far more painful ones in respect to those of the 
Fite to come. You shall approach every family of the earth, and, 
as you enter, offer the inmates, in the name of our Heavenly King, 
the free forgiveness of all their sins, on the condition that they 
will consent to wear a character of true nobility and purity, and 
pursue a right course of life ; you shall offer them, on the samecon- 
dition, the high honor of being members of God’s own family, and 
of having angels sent to minister to them; of possessing, instead 
of earthly riches, all the wealth of heaven; instead of a home 
amid the instabilities of this scene, a house not made with hands, 
eternal and on high ; instead of evanescent pleasure, a happiness 
solid and satisfying, never to diminish, never to end. You shall 
make these proposals with the earnestness, sincerity, and elo- 
quence of a messenger from the other world,—but how will you 
be met? The munificent, most gracious proposals, will be, gene- 
rally, rejected unhesitatingly. 

But what do such things mean? Are not men willing to be 
blest? Have they lost their reason? Oh, yes! they have lost 
their reason ; they are insane. Madness is in their hearts, while 
they live; passion has taken possession, passion reigns. In its 
eager rush after present gratification, it has overthrown reason, and 
trampled upon it most mercilessly—crushed it into the dust. Its 
remonstrances are no more regarded than the idle wind. Every- 
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thing is set aside which is in the way of the momentary gratifica- 
tion of passion. One thing farther isto be observed. Oftentimes 
it is not an actual gratification, not an actual possession, for the 
sake of which passion induces men to forego and to lose an infi- 
nite and an eternal good; only something prospective, something 
which may never be obtained. In one family to which you make 
the proposed liberal offers from your Master, riches may be the 
god of idolatry which makes your message spurned ; but the wealth 
which occasions so wicked a rejection, may be separated from 
them by oceans and hemispheres. There may be many exchanges ° 
to be effected before they attain it, depending on the will and ho- 
nesty of men on the other side of the world, over whom they have 
no control. Engines, perhaps, must play years before they can 
grasp it; ships be built and circumnavigate the ry Perhaps 
a deep mine in the earth must be penetrated. All of these pre- 
liminaries are the merest contingencies in the world. If it be ho- 
nor, for which religion and heaven are set aside, that too is in the 
bosom of the future ; that is the favor of a capricious people, which 
any breath may blow away. Thus things infinite and eternal, 
thus all the provided and garnered treasures of God’s own peace- 
ful heavens are set aside, for an unpossessed worldly good, lying 
in the distance, and subjected to the mere mercy of earth’s 
floods, tornadoes, and man’s negligencies, treacheries, piracies. 

Folly! says reason, consummate folly!! thus for the doubtful 
to let go the sure; for the worthless to let go the valuable ; for 
the temporal to hazard the eternal. Soul of man, dost thou ex- 
pect to exist forever? Then, shame on thee, everlasting shame, 
to give thy time and care to things that perish with the using— 
the things of a day. Objects to love, things to do, and sources of 
happiness there are, rich as thy largest desires—sure and endur- 
ing as thine own eternal being! Suppose we be fed to-day, if 
when to-day is gone we starve for ever. The ox may eat and 
drink what is before him, uncaring for the future. The bird may 
build a nest which the next winter shall destroy, and the beaver 
a cabin which the floods of the coming spring shall sweep away. 
But shall a man, a reasoning man, a man capable of looking before 
and after, a mdn immortal, a man who is to have interests and 
duties after this world is burned up, a man whose interests and 
duties shall increase in importance, rapidly increase, for ever and 
ever—shall such a being submit to be so duped and ruled and 
ruined by reckless passion, and act for the present and uncertain 
only? So it is. Such is man. Almost a world may now be 
seen in a grand rush after the temporal, and uncertain, and worth- 
less. Passion the grand moving power: passion at the ropes— 
passion at the helm—passion the pilot. This is the melancholy 
aspect and character of our moral ruin. 

3. Another part of the ruin involving all mankind is a great 
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deterioration of the conscience. It is a partial paralysis of that 
important attribute of the moral man which has occurred. We 
have now no means of ascertaining what would be the character 
and influence of an uninjured conscience as it existed in the first 
man, When he issued fresh and perfect from the hand of his 
Maker. We can, however, from its accuracy, fidelity, and power 
in some cases, fairly infer what it would be if perfect in all other 
cases, and thereby also infer fairly what depreciation and perver- 
sion have occurred. 

There are many instances in which conscience has asserted its 
high prerogative, and uttered its condemnations with a power and 
fearfulness which may be supposed to be contained in the final 
announcements of the judgment-day. Cases there are in which 
a sense of guilt and of desert of punishment becomes so perfectly 
overwhelming and intolerable, that the individuals, unable to exist 
under the pressure, perish by derangement or suicide. “ Con- 
science makes a man a coward,”’ one is made to say, when con- 
templating an act of blood. ‘It makes a man a coward: a man 
cannot steal but it accuseth him—a man cannot swear but it 
checks him.” ‘‘ It is a shamefaced spirit, and mutinies in a man’s 
bosom ; it fills him full of obstacles. Between the acting of a 
dreadful thing and the first motion, all the interim is a hideous 
dream.” Dreadful is the horror which, sometimes in health and 
life, but oftener in death, haunts the guilty mind. The anguish 
of a guilty conscience is distressing ; sometimes the heart has no 
power to, conceal it, the mortal coil constitutes no vail over it. 
The very gait and mien reveal it—the countenance utters it—the 
eye is the perfect mirror of it. “ Guiltiness will speak out, though 
tongues were out of use.”” These instances of its terrible visita- 
tions, in cases of great crime, are not the only instances of its 
presence and its power. These selected cases are adduced to 
show the existence, nature, intention, and capability of such a 
faculty. A grand deterioration conscience has undergone in that 
great ruin which has prostrated all our other moral powers. 

As a general fact, under the withering influence of sin, con- 
science is coldly insensible in all matters of right and wrong, 
truth and error, religion and irreligion. ‘There is not an individual 
in any community who does not go wrong seven times in a day, 
perhaps in an hour; but how few and feeble are the rebukes of 
this monitor. Although conscience is God’s great preacher of 
righteousness in every human habitation, to every human ear, yet 
now that the heart’s depravities are gathered about it, even as a 
covering of mail, it sits often profoundly silent, or if it speak at 
all, prophesies deceit ; or what is little better, lifts its warnings so 
very faintly, that nearly a world, in unalarmed apostasy, is press- 
ing on to destruction. This ruin of conscience, leaving unbroken 
millions to go down to perdition almost unwarned, is one of the 
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saddest and most striking features of that desolation which sin hath 
wrought upon man. 

4, Another aspect of our race in its ruin is a desired and sought 
independence of God.—This is the grand crime of our world. It 
is called in scripture, with great appropriateness, ungodliness. 
There is in this crime a violation of an obligation, the highest con- 
ceivable, the highest possible! In consequence of a relation to 
God on the part of man, infinitely intimate and interesting, the 
Creator requires of His creature—the “anges Ruler of His subject 
—the Benefactor of His beneficiary—the only Redeemer of the 
object of His mercy—affection, confidence, gratitude, obedience, 
to the extent of his finite capacity. In defiance of an obligation 
to do this, which comprehends and transcends every other, fallen 
man takes a moral position independent of the Almighty. He 
cherishes no wish or intention to offer what is required of him so 
justly. This revolt of man from his Maker, to follow his own 
inclination, and to set aside a clear, illimitable, and acknowledged 
obligation to follow the will of heaven, is a great wickedness, a 
sin of exceeding sinfulness. It has every quality and every aspect 
of badness; and yet this great iniquity all men in their ruin do 
commit—with the guilt of it all are stained. 

But there is in this crime more than a violation of obligation. 
There is a dreadful moral turpitude evinced in this thing, that the 
desired separation is from a being infinitely good! God is a per- 
fect being. Perfect truth, perfect justice, perfect benevolence, 
are united in Him, and constitute His character—perfect holiness ; 
constitute it one grand collected moral glory, from whence the 
universe is illuminated. The heart a man must have who wishes 
to separate himself from such a being, needs it any illustration ? 
It is forsaking, renouncing, denouncing all goodness. ‘These are 
feeble words. Who can take the dimensions of the idea—forsak- 
ing all goodness? What has a man done who has left behind 
him all goodness—where has he gone ?_ I have no images or il- 
lustrations adequate to express the wickedness of leaving God ; 
leaving all light, all goodness, all love ; and then moving directly 
into the arms of Satan, and the bosom of darkness and despair. 

Man’s independence of God has two features and aspects with 
appropriate names, infidelity and idolatry. Infidelity is the same 
independence of God before spoken of, the same separation and re- 
volt of the heart from His holy nature and just commands, together 
with an attempted apology for it. The apology is commenced in 
order to soothe a disquiet of conscience for violation of conscious 
obligations, and ends with a despairing plunge into scepticism. 
We are concerned now with the true character of infidelity as just 
given. The soul’s abandonment of God—the mind’s prostitution 
of its noble powers to justify it. Among a certain portion of the 
family of man it appears in the form of blank, cold, atheism. God 
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who is present everywhere, God who speaks to us in every star, 
and tree, and flower—who “lives through all life and spreads 
through all extent”—whose goodness is always to be seen, whose 
munificence is pouring its good things along every man’s path of 
life—God is shut out from His own world, and this creation left 
without a creator, these great laws without a lawgiver, this vast 
form of nature without an author. 

Another form of infidelity admits the existence and attributes of 
the Almighty, but repudiates any special system or interposition of 
grace or any need of it. It denies in part or in whole a Divine 
Revelation. It teaches that reformation at any time henceforward 
renders inquiry into the past unnecessary, that God will not be strict 
to mark iniquity, that the Divine favor can be obtained without Di- 
vine propitiation, that fair outward works are not so dead in God’s 
estimation as to need the vitalities of faith, or so unavailing as to 
need the bitterness of repentance. Although virtue is better than 
vice, even according to this teaching, yet in the end, so kindly 
and pityingly does God look upon all, so‘much disposed is He to 
look upon man’s transgressions as foibles and weaknesses rather 
than crimes, that without much distinction or censure He will 
gather them all into His arms of mercy. How is God’s character 
slandered and outraged by such doctrines! How is His holiness 
tarnished, His law blotted out, His government unsettled ; from 
the motions of sins nearly all restraint taken away; from deep 
swelling currents of iniquity nearly all obstructions removed! 
And this is the position of a great part of mankind. How per- 
fectly has sin done its work of destruction on our race! 

Another feature of man’s independence of God is his idolatry. 
The idolatries of the world, show that our race, as the effect of its 
moral ruin, is in a melancholy condition. Whose heart does not 
ache to see a noble intelligence, made a little lower than the an- 
gels, instead of drawing near to worship the holy Almighty, to en- 
ter into an actual intercourse and communion with the Spirit of 
the Infinite Father of the universe, whereby he would grow into 
the likeness of God rapidly, and into the spirit of Heaven—whose 
heart does not ache bitterly to see such an intelligence, instead of 
a high heavenly service and a growth toward the fulness of God, 
bowing down to birds and reptiles, and carved blocks and molten 
images, making cruelty and self-torture his repentance, low de- 
baucheries his proof of zeal, loathsome wretchedness his claim to 
reverence, and his title to heaven? And this is only one of the 
various forms of an idolatry that exists everywhere. The world is 
a great scene of idols and idol-worship—under every green tree 
and on every high place are found its abominations. 

For a moment take a general view of our world in moral ruin. 
“Here is the judge that takes a bribe.”” ‘‘ Here is the pharisee 
that robs widow’s houses and, in the interval between long prayers, 
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wrings hard earnings out of the hands of the poor.”” Here is the 
man, soliciting to plead the cause of the cheated and wronged, 
who “under cover of the law’s delay,” cunningly delays his cli- 
ent’s cause till his client’s purse is empty. “ Here is the villain at 
heart who, with unhallowed passion” wins, ruins, then forsakes. 
‘‘ Here is the slanderer, who makes relished meals out of good 
men’s names, and makes his pillow out of the peace of families,” 
‘¢ Here is the man of envy, another word for gall and bitterness.” 
‘¢ Here is the highwayman, the suicide the duellist, the murderer 
of fathers and brothers.” What is there not here! There is 
not one kingdom or province, not one palace or private dwel- 
ling, not one Indian hut or inhabited cave, not one dwelling- 
place of man on the face of the earth, where the laws of Heaven 
are not broken. There is not a tribe or nation in the present or 
past time that has not been engaged in murderous warfare. The 
sun has never yet risen on the world without seeing man slaughter- 
ing his brother man. Nota night has drawn its curtain over the 
world without being lighted by the camp-fires of opposing armies, 
No city, and no man ever went to rest without leaving somebody 
awake, not far away, for purposes of crime. It seems as if the 
fountains of iniquity in the heart were overflowing on every side, 
like an ocean with the shores all taken away. It seems as if the 
bad propensities had taken possession of the world, had ascended 
to the bench of the judge, to the hall of the legislature, to the office 
of the executive, to the ballot-boxes of the land, were mixing 
themselves with all the counsels of friendship, ruling in all the 
operations of business. ‘‘O! the deeds too that the sun never 
shone upon! the sins that durst never seek repentance !” 

And this is a world which punishment has failed to reform. 
Fire came upon several of its cities, and they were burned to ashes 
for their crimes; but Sodoms and Gomorrahs are still here, and 
send up to Heaven the cry of their great wickedness. A flood 
once drowned the world for its dreadful corruption; but upon 
every generation since, another has been needed to ease creation of 
the shocking scenes enacted on the earth. Nothing has taught 
the world righteousness—still it is a great Aceldama—a very Gol- 
gotha ! still do the,“‘ times rain blood !” 
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MAN RECOVERED. 


We have looked at man as ruined. Let us now contemplate 
him as recovered. 

No sooner was man fallen and involved in moral ruin, than a 
plan of recovery was brought into operation. This plan is‘that of 
the gospel, which is worthy of all acceptation. The arrange- 
ments for man’s deliverance are exactly adjusted to the object to 
be accomplished, the antidote is as powerful as the disease; the 
reparation as ample as the injury. Sin has done nothing which 
the gospel has not provided to undo; sin has brought no degrada- 
tion from which the gospel cannot raise us; led us into no dan- 
ger, or sorrow, or fear, or suffering, from which the gospel cannot 
set us wholly and for ever free. 

The remedial arrangements have not. full operation and effect, 
in the case of any individual in this present life. We shall have, 
therefore, no communities in a state of complete redemption from 
the ruins of the fall—no perfect paradise on earth; neither shall 
we have any individuals to point to, from whom the last stain of 
sin, the last vestige of man’s fall, is removed. But we shall see 
the mitigations of moral disease—the incipient stages of recovery. 
We shall see the commencing freshness, vivacity, and vigor of 
moral health. We shall see springing up everywhere upon the 
soil so overgrown with noxious things, the blessed fruits of right- 
eousness. herever there was darkness in the soul or the path 
of man, we shall see light arising. "Wherever there had been 
evil affections, there we shall witness heavenly tempers supplant- 
ing them, overgrowing them, extinguishing them: wherever per- 
nicious deeds, there excellent acts of charity and great usefulness. 

1, In our view of man, in his ruin, we considered the injuries 
which have been done to his intellectual powers. I begin at the 
same point in a survey of the condition which he is in the process 
of attaining in his recovery. . 

In the first place, as a part of that recovery, is a progressing 
emancipation of the faculties of the mind from the clogs, palsies, 
and obstructions of sin. This is an important deliverance. Es- 
caped from all these, as it will be when redemption is perfect, the 
human mind, it seems to me, will appear in action and progress 
what it is, a glorious thing, struck off from the great Infinite Mind 
—a creation with many of the aims and attributes of its superior 
Original. It will open to truth and make achievements with a 
joyousness and power which none but a freed intellect itself can 
understand and measure. We have but a faint conception now of 
mind undarkened, disenthralled. We have never had any speci- 
mens. Fettered, unwinged, benighted, we have} always seen it. 
Once uncaged, loosened, fairly out on its own pinions, it would 
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spread itself, and soar, and show us how much like its great Author 
it is in character and power. Approximations it makes to this 
energy and elevation in proportion as the gospel exerts over the 
heart its redeeming effects. 

Beside the removal of impediments, this same gospel exerts 
direct and positive influences on the human mind. The greatness 
of the objects which it presents and renders delightful to the in- 
tellect gives it growth and energy. These objects, among which 
the mind of man finds itself as it emerges out of its ruin into the 
sphere of salvation, have attributes of all conceivable perfection 
and of all possible vastness and grandeur. The divine plan by 
which our redemption is effected, including its history, aspects, 
accomplishments ; the capacities and destinies of man; the attri- 
butes and mighity acts of the great Eternal; the holy majesty of 
the divine law; the full glories of heaven—such are the themes 
of the redeemed mind. In conversing with them it feels itself a 
part of them. It receives a token and tone of them all ; it is car- 
ried by them, and along with them, into a higher, wider sphere, and 
made strong to services of good. How much larger and grander 
the intellect opened to the eternal Throne, with all the greatness 
and glory seated upon it, than when narrowed and shrivelled up 
to dollars, evanescent pleasures, mortal honors. 

The influence of the religious affections on the intellect is more 
marked still, and more powerful. I know not according to whose 
philosophy the mind of man acts, nor would I discuss the question 
now whether it have distinct faculties, or exist only as an indivisible 
whole in the form of individual states. One fact is evident, its 
condition, at a given time, essentially influences its condition at 
the time immediately succeeding, and I have no doubt that an an- 
tecedent strong feeling does more than an antecedent powerful 
intellection to arouse the mind to great exertions. Increased fires 
are not more sure to awake and accelerate the connected machine- 
ry, than is a high enthusiasm of the emotions to kindle and push 
the understanding into powerful action and accomplishment. The 
affections of religion are the most living, stirring, energetic, per- 
manent, which belong to our nature. Infinite and eternal things 
feed them! If therefore the excitement of the intellect is ‘corre- 
spondent to the ardor that glows in the heart, it will be an unusual 
stir, and vivacity, and power, which will be induced upon the un- 
derstanding by the warming presence of religion. Live fire in 
the heart will never fail to put the intellectual powers all ina 
glow. The entrance of thy word giveth light, saith the Bible. 
Emphatically is the transition from sin to holiness, a passage from 
darkness to light. 

The most important influence of redemption on the intellectual 
powers is the direction of them to useful exertions. In commu- 
nities where many have been redeemed to the blessings and hopes 
of religion, there is a great deal of intellectual effort for the good 
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of man, on the part of those who are neglecters of personal piety. 
The gospel,: however, though it do not give birth to it directly, is 
to have the credit of so much of this service as has existed in con- 
sequence of its own presence and power. To perceive, therefore, 
what the gospel is doing in turning the intellects of men into use- 
ful channels, we must mark the character and tendency of the 
productions of Pagan mind, in contrast with all the elevated works 
of science, art, and religion, produced and circulated in Christian, 
nations. But, in the case of all the trophies of grace, there is a 
direct appropriation of the intellectual powers to human good. 
The very day on which a man becomes a Christian, he com- 
mences intellectual ministrations in behalf of those who surround 
and who journey with him to the grave and the judgment. He 
is at the bedside of the dying, offering consolation, pointing the 
departing spirit home, lending wings! He is giving lessons of 
instruction to the ignorant, and admonitions to the wayward. All 
the good books with which our Sabbath-schools are furnished, and 
with which our centre-tables might be adorned ; all the rich works 
on morals, on the divinity of the Scriptures; all the illustrations 
of the Bible; all the inculcations of truth by the wise and good of 
previous ages and of the present time, are the labors of mind im- 
bued, sanctified, directed by the gospel. Eighty thousand pulpits 
are now uttering the deep thunders of God’s law into the ears of 
the guilty, to keep the world in awe! Eighty thousand, in tones 
of compassion, learnt in heaven, are offering pardon and peace, 
glory and immortality. They are minds redeemed, which in these 
pulpits wake these thunders, and sound out these proclamations of 
mercy. In all the nurseries of religion with which our land is 
blessed, from the family fireside to the theological seminary, the 
young intellect and the young heart of the country is budding into 
character, and influence, and eternal life, under the bland and holy 
power of evangelized mind. Under the same power, hundreds of 
thousands have risen and are now rising in heathen lands from 
their degradation and idolatry to light, life, and Christian hope. 
Springing up under intellect, pervaded, prompted, directed by the 
gospel, are asylums, hospitals, infirmaries, houses of em, cha- 
rity-schools, to relieve disease, to smooth down care, to light u 
the heart of despair, to instruct the poor, to reclaim the wicked. 
Intellects, inspirited and turned by the gospel to such accomplish- 
ments, set up as orbs of light, to shine upon intellects that shall 
shine again, enriched to be fountains of blessings to them, who in 
turn shall themselves be blessings :—these present a deeply inter- 
esting and magnificent spectacle. I would rather bear a part, as 
a servant of the gospel, in sanctifying and planting in his orbit one 
such intellect thus to shine and thus to bless, than to put the stars 
and sun in their places. I should have assisted an accomplishment 
infinitely more enduring. Sanctified intellects wil] remain to pour 
abroad their illuminations, when these heavens are no more! 
* 
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2. The next thing that appears prominently in the new condi- 
tion of man, as redeemed under the gospel, is conscientiousness. 
It is a moral exercise in man with which I am here concerned. 
What I would describe is a soul’s warm, joyous love and welcome 
to the true, the good, the right; as also, what is invariably con- 
joined, its shrinking and recoiling, loathingly, from the false, the 
bad, the wrong. Such an exquisite sensitiveness of the moral 
nature, at the same time that it is one of the noblest of human 
qualities, is the leading elementary principle in man redeemed, in 
distinction from man ruined. 

Christian conscientiousness may be illustrated by the nervous 
arrangements of the body. So pervaded is the physical frame by 
the sensitive tissues, that the finest needle cannot find a point that 
will not feel. .So we can conceive of the entire moral spirit, as 
possessed of an exquisite sensibility, such that it shall revolt with 
pain and fear on the approach of evil, and move delightfully, re- 
sponsively, out at the presence of good. How blessed! O how 
blessed to see existing and moving about in a scene of general 
corruption, conscientious, pure-hearted men; to see others near 
them, under the influence of their example, in greater or less de- 
gree, showing real friendship to goodness, righteousness, truth ; 
to see the circle enlarging, and the observers of all justice, the 
lovers of all pureness, multiplied ; to witness the confidence and 
blessedness existing where the transactions of business and social 
interchanges are regulated and sanctified by a frank, immaculate 
conscientiousness. There are families so under the influence of 
this conscientious principle, this affectionate sympathy for right, 
and this spontaneous disrelish of wrong, that clashing and jarring, 
through mutual injuries, are seldom known, and their peace flows 
like a river. If wrong ever be done in thought, word, or deed, it 
is so sensitively regretted by the transgressor, that the injury is 
repaired almost before it is felt. These families are not perfect ; 
but the holy gospel, in redeeming the members, has made them 
such conscientious observers of right, such hearty repudiators of 
wrong, that few things earthly so much resemble heaven as the 
order and happiness which reign habitually among them. Their 
sensitiveness to right and wrong is better to keep out all evil than 
a two-edged sword at every entrance. This is a fair specimen of 
the action and delightful result of that crystal conscientiousness 
with which the gospel enriches the heart when it redeems it. 

There are communities in which this same conscientious feeling, 
through the redeeming influence of religion, is so far diffused and 
possessed, that the houses and property need no locks or bolts ; 
that loans take place every day without any other security for the 
payment but the simple word of the borrower ; that,lawyers seldom 
have any clients, the courts any docket, or the jails any prisoners. 
As in families, so in communities this sensitive regard to equity and 
truth will diffuse abroad confidence, and harmony, and quietness. 
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Were this profound feeling for truth and rectitude to take pos- 
session of an entire people, so that everywhere and always what- 
ever was right toward God and toward man was conscientiously 
respected, governments would sit gently on the people, and the 
people make the authorities no trouble. The overreachings of 
selfishness, the abuses of anger, the whisperings of slander, the 
spittings of hate, the noise of strife, the outrages of malice, would 
all cease, and blossoms and fruits of righteousness grow up richly 
on all the face of society. ‘This inducing, by the gospel, upon 
the rottenness of man’s fallen nature, the high character of truth 
and rectitude, whereby society is tranquillized, exalted, beatified, 
is a truly grand accomplishment. 

3. Another feature in the new condition of our race as redeemed 
by the gospel, is an extended and purified fellow-feeling. The 
Scriptures enjoin this in the brief and striking terms, “* Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

This affection is limited only by the human family. It is 
fellow-feeling ; wherever there is a fellow, a man, there it sends 
the warm greeting of a generous sympathy. It includes domestic 
attachments and love of country. But it overleaps all narrow 
boundaries. It spreads itself like the air, and like the light of 


heaven, to every —s and every inhabitant of the world. No 
i 


matter whether a man live in one latitude or another. No matter 
whether he have grown black in Africa, or yellow in India, or 
dwarfish in China, or red in the wilds of America, if he be a man, 
Christian fellow-feeling meets him as a brother, and opens to 
him a brother's heart. It is not because he is titled or untitled, 
learned or unlearned, Scythian or barbarian. Not because he is 
a Presbyterian, or a Congregationalist, or a Baptist, or a Method- 
ist; but because he isa man! hath a man’s intellect, and a man’s 
heart, and a man’s eternity! It is because he is capable of be- 
ing bad and miserable, good and happy, and with himself is a 
wayfarer to glory or shame—heaven or hell. 

Pure cordialities between man and man, characterizing our 
redeemed condition, are incapable of being extinguished. Much 
of the ordinary affection of the world is chilled and destroyed by 
the slightest causes. Though it call the heart its home, it appears 
but a transient, capricious sojourner there. The fellow-feeling of 
the redeemed people of God is not of fickle and temporary char- 
acter. It hasno tendency todecay. It has no seeds of mortality. 
It never dies. God has put its life within itself by so constituting 
it, that it shall grow in vitality and power by its own acts. Ac- 
cording to its nature, being fellow-feeling, it cannot be at rest, but 
goes out to the objects of its sympathy, is in action. If, then, as 
18 the fact, every instance of such action produces new disposition 
and ability for a fresh exercise, if this is its law, then it must, of 
necessity, continue to exist and rise to an intenser life and labor. 
It may be at first in redeemed ones only as a few drops thawed out 
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on some sunny hill-side of the heart, falling from stone to stone, and 
from crevice to crevice, but there is a thawing and gathering on 
both sides continually. There is soon a rill, then a generous 
stream, and if a man live long in the world, a full and strong 
tide. Finally almost the whole soul will seem to flow with hu- 
man sympathies. Little charities become great ones. The small 
cloud, no larger than a man’s hand that watereth a single field, 
enlarges, thickens, covers the whole heavens, refreshes a hemi- 
sphere. If changes, convulsions, and in-comings of selfishness, 
ever stop and crush any of the desires and doings of this holy 
sympathy, the effect will be temporary, they will reappear and 
live n, like the verdure of our forests after winter is gone. 
This is a most blessed character which the gospel impresses 
upon all the trophies of its grace; for until the consummation, 
when this world is burned up, all practicable sympathies and 
almsdeeds will be constantly needed. 

The fellow-feeling of the gospel has a great and special interest 
in the religious = and happiness of mankind. The kind feel- 
ing for kindred and countrymen and old acquaintance, possessed 
by most men, may prompt many solicitudes for the sick, the needy, 
and the suffering; may bring substantial aid by many liberal acts 
and bestowments. But this Christian love begotten of the gospel, 
not overlooking blessed ministrations for the relief of all worldly 
wants and bodily calamities, reserves its richest and deepest 
sympathies, its most painful self-denials, its greatest labors of 
love and works of faith in behalf of men’s religious and eternal 
interests. Pained at the presence of moral darkness, grieved at 
the sight of hearts engraved with the image and superscription of 
sin, it has no rest till the light of God’s Spirit breaks through 
that darkness, and Jesus dwells and reigns in those hearts. There 
is not one parched and desolate wanderer, whom the possessor of 
this oe fellow-feeling would not lead to the river of life. 
Satan hath not bound upon any man a chain which he would not 


assist to break ; nor any man dragged into degraded acts, which he 
would not assist him to forsake. There is not a pure feeling, a holy 
motive, a virtuous deed, an elevated hope, a true enjoyment possi- 
ble to any human. being that he would not assist him to possess. 
Christian fellow-feeling is a noble quality of character. It 
fits men remarkably to dwell together in the same world, still 
more —s to live in the closer proximity of the same town 


or city or neighborhood. It is a still more essential qualification 
for heaven. There the inhabitants will dwell in close associa- 
tion, with all partition-walls broken down. There will be in 
that world, no mountain ranges or uninhabited deserts to separate 
men; no national peculiarities, no exclusive communion, 10 
sectarian lines will be maintained there to keep men asunder. No 
difference of nnas ewill separate them; Greek and Jew, African 
and European, = tad and Chinese, Arabian and French- 
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man, will speak in one tongue, will constitute one vast affectionate 
brotherhood. 

Heaven is social, joyously social. Heart loves to meet heart, 
faith to meet faith, gratitude to meet gratitude, joy to meet joy, 
hallelujah to meet hallelujah. Fellow-feeling! enlarged, sancti- 
fied fellow-feeling, it is made for earth: it is made for Heaven : 
it is made for man, for angels, for the adorable Taay! It is made 
for the universe! Thanks to God that it comes with redemption, 

that the gospel breathes it into every spirit which it rescues from 
a sin and makes a candidate for glory and honor and immortality. 
3 4. Another characteristic feature of men redeemed is, that 
they have come into an affectionate alliance with God. Man, as 
a creation of His hand, a subject of His government, a benefi- 
ciary on His bounty, an object of His redeeming provisions, was al- 
ways in an interesting relation to the Deity. In the state of re- 
Tt demption there is more than an interesting relation subsisting 
4 between man and his Maker. There is cordiality, communion. 
There is a going over of the heart to God so as to be in harmony 
and blessed agreement with the divine moral emotions. There is 
carried over with it the understanding, the will, the external acts. 
There is yielded the whole being filially to the Infinite Father. 
This is a blessed alliance. This is being one with God, accor- 
ding to the Scriptures. This is being followers of God as dear 
children. This is abiding in God! This is God dwelling with 
man, and man with God. Thisis walking with God. is is 
being hid with Christ in God. 

Such an affectionate union with the great Eternal is of the most 
important character conceivable. Only the Omniscient One, him- 
self, can comprehend its exalted nature and infinite value. 

Jehovah is the grand model and standard of moral worth for the 
universe. He possesses all excellence. He communicates the 
same to all whoare allied to Him, most freely, grace for grace—a 
grace to them, that is, for every grace of Hisown. Hisbestowments, 
in other words, are in proportion to His own great, perfect, holy na- 
ture. He shines upon His people, and they glow with the heaven- 
ly light. His perfect benevolence, truth, justi¢e, are presented 
before them ; and in their clear hearts are imaged the same high 
| — like the heavens in the waters below. Thus the rays of 

od’s own glory do actually brighten and warm on penitent souls, 
and they are constantly attracted nearer and nearer to the great 

| Infinite One from whom these riches of grace proceed. In these 
: i approaches made by God’s people towards the source of all light 
and goodness, bad and corrupting things are continually escaped 
from, and influences more and more powerful and pure are felt. 
The more they rise and live before their Heavenly Father, the 
More fully do they loosen and throw off the grave-clothes which 
they wore when they were dead in trespasses and sins. The far- 
ther they penetrate into the glories of God, the more they hasten 
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to put on the garments of light. And these are the people of God, 
redeemed by the gospel. People of God! We use the terms 
people of China, people of America ; but what is it to be the peo- 
ple of God! High are their privileges! They commit their un- 
derstandings to the light of God’s word, their hearts to the spirit 
of God’s word. God, from on high, smiles upon them. Way- 
farers though they be in this world, soon they shall find an ever- 
lasting home, and their wanderings all cease. Bestormed voy- 
agers though they be, they shall quickly be fast at anchor beyond 
all storms. People of God! Let me be one of them, and nought 
beside will I ask for, not even for crowns, or thrones, or worlds. 
—Stop! Yes, Iwill. Iam wrong. Iwill ask for them all, and 
Ishall receive them. All that the Father hath is mine! It is 
enough—He himself is mine! and He is all and in all—He is the 
universe ! 

A community constituted of the true people of God would pre- 
sent a young heaven here below. Intellect would appear eH 
enlarged toward that eternity which is “its lifetime, and that in- 
finity which is its home.” The heart would show itself at full re- 
volt against its own appetites and corruptions, scorning the world’s 
temptations, wearing the manifest image of God, growing ripe for 
heaven. Society, acknowledging “ Thus saith the Lord”’ its high 
authority, and the golden rule of Christ its great, irreversible prin- 
ciple, would present a scene of most happy adjustments and of tran- 
quillized prosperity. In that scene man betrays not his neighbor, 
nor withholds from any sufferer his blessing. Deadly weapons are 
laid aside. Because there are no enemies, walls and fortifications 
decay and fall ; the pirate-ship and the man-of-war lie rotting on 
the sea. Miracles of mercy renew the scenes of the Pentecost; 
God descends to visit His people, and Zion is become the joy of 
the whole earth. Oh, it is a fair and blessed scene which the gos- 
pel can reproduce, even out of the desolation and ruin with which 
the Fall has overspread the world! 

Two inferences deducible from this discussion. 

1. The redemption of the world is a work suited to the great 
attributes of Jehovah, and may therefore be looked for with un- 
hesitating hope.. It is a far higher work than the original crea- 
tion. In it the power, wisdom, and benevolence of God are much 
more fully called into requisition. It is the grandest achievement, 
we have reason to believe, which even the infinite mind of God 
has ever contemplated. We can easily conceive and admit, that 
in other worlds there may be operations of physical power surpass- 
ing, in extent and magnificence, any which have been displayed 
in our little corner of the universe; but we can neither conceive 
nor admit that any work of the Almighty, in any world, or in any 
part of eternal duration, surpasses the labors of His moral — 
tence in the redemption of man from his ruin. True, His first 
construction was a creation, and required Divine energies. God’s 
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highest effort in that case, however, was to rear up, out of fitting 
materials at hand, a good physical frame ; breathe into its vacant, 
clean apartments, a living soul, and then the work was done. 
But in redemption there is a preliminary labor. There is an old 
structure—heavy, cumbrous, falling, dangerous—to be takendown, 
even to its foundations, and then removed finally away. In scrip- 
ture language, there is an old man, with his lusts, to be disarmed, 
silenced, crucified, put off, laid to rest in his grave. To use 
another scriptural allusion, the deep stains of sin are to be washed 
away, the motions of sins suppressed, evil passions hushed, in- 
veterate habits broken up, perversions of reason removed. 

Then also there is to be made a new creature in Christ Jesus. 
The dead are to be raised. Moral life is to set forward its vital- 
ities in the very place of former disease and’ death; reason is 
to be set up on its prostrated throne ; conscience to be reinstated in 
its former position as God’s vicegerent ; holiness to be made to 
gush up, as a well of living water in the old heart of rottenness. 
All this is to be done with the prince of the power of the air, the 
malice of all devils, and all wickedness in high places, in full and 
determined opposition to the work of the Lord. If to create a 
world out of nothing, and then to people it, was a work worthy of 
Jehovah, what more suited to omnipotence and infinite grace than 
to recover it from a wide, desolating, entire destruction; to re- 
people it out of the fragments and devastations, the scathed and 
dissevered elements that are left; to create a scene of glorious 
moral life out of the bones and dust of a universal moral ruin. 
This, that is worthy of Heaven, Heaven has undertaken and will 
accomplish. The world isgto be recovered. Already in this work 
of redemption have been witnessed more important and remark- 
able movements, more munificent arrangements of mercy, more 
signal displays of power, more memorable acts of condescension, 
wisdom, grace, and compassion, than in all other of the doings of 
Jehovah. No doubt He regards it as the grand crowning achieve- 
ment of His whole moral administration. It is therefore as certain 
to be accomplished as God is to exist. The world is to be all 
evangelized! Praise the Lord! Praise Him from the heavens. 
Praise Him from the heights. Praise ye Him all His angels. 
Praise ye Him sun and moon. Praise Him all ye stars of light. 
Praise Him ye heavens of heavens. Praise the Lord from the 
earth. Mountains and all hills; fruitful trees and all cattle ; kings 
of the earth and all people ; princes and all judges of the earth; 
both young men and maidens, old men and children—let them 
praise the name of the Lord. He will save even to the uttermost ; 
every kindred, and nation, and tongue, and people, shall acknow- 
ledge Him. ll flesh shall see His salvation. 

2. The recovery of man presents also a noble field of labor for 
human enterprise. That which is great, wide, enduring, import- 
ant enough to engage the enthusiasm of Heaven, may well be 
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deemed worthy of our prayers, our time, our warmest ardor. The 
great interests of our fellow-men which are concerned, render the 
work of redemption a very interesting object for human enterprise. 
The clearing away of darkness from the human mind ; the arous- 
ing its powers and directing them into noble and useful channels ; 
the effecting a resurrection of conscience, informing it and giving 
it rightful supremacy and influence ; the calling men away from 
their idolatries and persuading them into affectionate and confiding 
alliance with God; the introducing into the hearts of men that 
gentleness that suffereth long and is kind, that expansive love that 
goes out to every human being; the planting humility wherever 
there is pride, contrition wherever there is impenitence, faith — 
wherever there is infidelity, reverence wherever there is profane- 
ness, peace wherever there is strife, right wherever there is wrong, 
joy wherever there is gloom, hope wherever there is despair, light 
wherever there is darkness, life wherever there is death—engage- — 
ment in such accomplishments demands the highest zeal of which — 
we are capable. Angels desire to look into the records and 
triumphs of this enterprise. As the crowding throng of redeemed 
ones ascending to join them is swelled, Heaven seems to them a 
place of more glory and joy. The just made perfect are them- 
selves immensely interested. ‘They see that every encroachment — 
on the kingdom of darkness, every trophy won from Satan, © 
brightens the Redeemer’s glory, and they kindle and rise to a | 
higher ascription to the Lamb that was slain. 

Come, ye Christians that labor on earth, with new zeal and 


enterprise join in one grand interest with those that dwell in hea- | 


ven. Sympathize with them in the gme vast scheme of eternal 
love. Enter heartily into this high field of labor, where are toil- 
ing angels, the just made perfect, the Eternal One, the blessed 
Saviour. Not on earth, not in heaven, not in any place under 
God’s government, not in any part of your eternal course, can 
you do anything worthier, holier, than to spread wide Christ’s sal- 
vation. I rejoice to know that Abraham, Moses, Samuel, Jere- 
miah, Isaiah, the twelve apostles, Paul, Silas, Timothy, Father 
Ireneus, Polycarp, Wickliffe, Luther, Calvin, Knox, and all 
along upon the ‘top of passing centuries, numerous others of kin- 
dred spirit have loved this great enterprise of human salvation. 
And you are made for this grand engagement, Christian brethren, 
your intellects and your hearts do feel at home, and grow strong 
and joyous in it. You love power, greatness, accomplishment ! 
And here in the cause of God, are they il opened to you. Up! eve 
friend of Christ, up to this great work of redeeming mercy. No ef- — 
forts are too strong, no sacrifices too great, to be made in its behalf ~ 

May we all regard it now as we shall hereafter, when dying 
with a hope full of immortality! May we all regard it now as 
we shall regard it when we enter heaven, and begin to walk under 
the splendors of the Eternal Throne, and join in the everlasting 
song of the redeemed ! 














